DOCONEKT RESUHE 

ED 115 161 HE 007 007 



TITLE 

INSTITUTION 

POB DATE 
NOTE 

EDRS PSICE 
DESCRIPTORS 

IDENTIFIERS 



Application and Enrollment Patterns of Transfer 

Students. Fall 1973. Report No. 6-75. 

State Univ. of New York, Albany. Central Staff Office 

of Institutional Research. 

Jul; 75 

172p. 

HF-$0.76 HC-$8.24 Plus Postage 

Colleges; Community Colleges; *Enrollm9nt Rate; 
♦Higher Education; *Student Application; *Transfer 
Policy; *Transf er Students ; Universities 
♦New York 



ABSTRACT 

Because of the importance of reliable information 
regarding transfer students for regional and system-wide planning, 
and inter institutional cooperation, the data gathered for this study 
have been organized and presented in a variety of formats designed to 
provide immediate answers to a wide range of questions that may be 
formulated regarding transfer students. The basic data are presented 
so as to directly relate the transfer students. The basic data are 
presented so as to directly relate the transfer student's prior 
institution and current SUNY institution and entry level. This 
information is provided for individual institutions, institution 
types, and institutions by coordinating area. Additional information 
is provided regarding trends in transfer students, relationship of 
the associate degree to transfers, admission success of transfer 
students, and other related information. A brief summary of some 
selected aspects of transfer student mobility expressed as 
percentages of all transfer students follows: (1) 58.0 percent from a 
SONY institution to a SUNY institution; (2) 40.4 percent from a 
non-SUNY institution to a SUNY institution; (3) 1.6 percent previous 
institution unknown; (4) 63.9 percent frbm all sources to a SUNY 
senior institution; (5) 36.1 percent from all sources to a SUNY 
two-year institution. (Author/KE) 
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PREFACE 



This is the fourth annual study of the application and enrollment patterns 
of University transfer students to be published by the Central Staff Office of 
Institutional Research. The study was conducted in response to the many requests 
for information regarding the inter-campus mobility of students attending insti- 
tutions under the program of the State University of New York. 

Because of the importance of reliable information regarding transfer stu- 
dents for regional and system-wide planning, and inter-institutional cooperation, 
the data gathered for this study have been organized and presented in a variety 
of formats designed to provide immediate answers to a wide range of questions 
which may be formulated regarding transfer students. The basic data are pre- 
sented so as to directly relate the transfer student's prior institution and 
current SUNY institution and entry level. This information is provided for indi- 
vidual institutions, institution types, and institutions by coordinating area. 
Additional information is provided regarding trends in transfer students, rela- 
tionship of the associate degree to transfers, admissions success of transfer 
students and other related information. 

The acquisition of the data contained in this study involved a good deal of 
work on the part of the individual institutions. We appreciate the cooperation 
and effort that went into providing these data. We would particularly like to 
thank our professional, statistical and typing staffs whose efforts made this 
report possible. 



Tommy Annas 
Director 
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INTRODUCTION 



Transfer students defined 



dlffe^ennou^Lf "'^ °^ 'transfer students' and because 

Hon;! H r fu- data may exist, the definition of transfer stu- 

dents used for thxs study is of special importance. Transfer students are "those 
undergraduate students who were enrolled at a given State University institution 
for the first time in the Fall 1973 term, but Jho had attended other colleges o? 

gJJirinI ituMon' TJ^IVT'\ " ^ ^^"'^^"^ originally enrollfd at a 

fJinsfirsJideit ' mTtl^ ^"'^ ^^^"^ returned, he would be considered a 

tlTlit I tu ^^^^ definition, we have transfer students moving from 

fro^se^ior ^nstL'^r'^'^ '""^ '° other senior institufions! 

institutions Ein tr' 'h?"^^" colleges, as well as from two-year to senior 
student moJi;. fr- ""^ transferable, albeit an uncommon case, the 

student moving from one institution to another would be a transfer student. 

H^.nt.^'^^Jhf ^""T business schools would be considered first-time stu- 

f!^! transfer students. Students who simply change majors at the 

same institution are not considered transfer students in this study. Graduate 

folt 'r"'5"^'c^ ^"'^"^^^ P^e""'^ -t included here! ?Jere- 

whlch i^Lf " y° Veterinary College and the State College of Optometr" 

which offer only graduate programs, are not included in this report. - 

of ^h^J^?n^^^^°^ transfer students reported here is an understatement because 
^L«o ^ 5 J[ ^""^ institutions have in obtaining background information on 

F^r ex^™"?! ^"""^^^^^ '° "P^'^"^'^ '^^S"^ P"^'^^^ by application! 

Is unk^^ ' ^^"^ ^'S 'u^"''" "'"'^^"'^ P^^°^ higher education history 

tLncS ; /^r^ undoubtedly many others who are not even known to be 
transfer students, but these are not likely to be seeking upper division status. 

Design of the study 

1 J^'^r^^f student studies can be designed to follow identified students 
longitudinally observing their success patterns. The investment of effort and 
«e invoVioH r is substantial, particularly when 72 institutions 

are involved. For this reason, a different approach was used in this study. 

The paradigm used here was the analysis of the higher education backgrounds 
of transfer students enrolled in the various levels of the institutions under 
the program of the State University of New York. Some types of conclusions can- 
not flow from such a study; e.g.. students who were unsuccessful in obtaining 
transfer acceptances anywhere in these institutions are not included even though 
they were formerly enrolled at one of the institutions included and may have 
iZtt A 1 U"J^"«ity-parallel programs. Therefore, this study is based on an 
input model, not a true follow-up model. 
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Differences between this study and data from the Admissions Processing Center 
(A.P.C) 

The data from the Central Staff Admissions Processing Center (A.P.C.) does 
not correspond with the data of this study. The major difference is in the 
populations surveyed. Several institutions under the program of the State Uni- 
versity of New York do not participate with the A.P.C. and consequently the data 
collected by A.P.C. is not system-wide. This report, however, includes system- 
wide data for all undergraduate institutions under the program of the State 
University of New York. The census date for the collection of data also differs. 
The data included in this study shows enrolled students at a specific time after 
classes have started and enrollments have stabilized. 



Regional statistics 

The articulation of transfer students is an important consideration in 
regional planning and cooperation among the institutions of the State University. 
This report includes an index of State University institutions by coordinating 
area. In addition, data on the educational background and placement of transfer 
students, undergraduate admissions and enrollment data are provided by coordina- 
ting area. 
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SUMMARY bF DATA 



General Findings 

A total of 25,310 transfer students were enrolled in the Fall of 1973 at 
State University institutions. This represents an increase of 15 percent over 
the Fall of 1972 and maintained the continuous growth of transfer students 
entering State University institutions. Of the 25,310 transfer students, 64 
percent were enrolled in senior institutions and 36 percent in two-year col- 
leges. 

While the majority of transfer students originated from within the State 
University system (58 percent), it is interesting to note that a substantial 
number (40 percent) were transfer students known to come from outside of the 
State University system. The most common type of transfer (33 percent) was 
the student who transferred within the State University system from a two-year 
to a senior institution, and of that number, 87 percent were transfers from a 
community college. The next most common type of transfer (21 percent) was the 
student who transferred to a State University senior institution from outside 
of the State University system. This represents a change from the previous 
three years where the second most common type of transfer was the student who 
transferred to a two-year college from outside the State University system. 
During this year, this was the third most common type of transfer. 

A brief summary of some selected aspects of transfer student mobility 
expressed as percentages of all transfer students follows: 



From a SUNY institution to a SUNY institution 58.0% 

From a non-SUNY institution to a SUNY institution 40.4% 

Previous institution unknown T 1.5% 

From all sources to a SUNY senior institution 63.9% 

From a SUNY two-year to a SUNY senior institution 33.3% 

From a non-SUNY institution to a SUNY senior institution 20.8% 

From a SUNY senior institution to a SUNY senior institution.. 9.7% 
Previous institution unknown 0.1% 

From all sources to a SUNY two-year institution 36.1% 

From a non-SUNY institution to a SUNY two-year institution... 19.6% 

From a SUNY two-year to a SUNY two-year institution 10.2% 

From a SUNY senior institution to a SUNY two-year institution 4.8% 
Previous institution unknown 1.5% 



Class levels entered 

One measure of transfer student populations is the proportion of students 
accepted with full junior or senior standing. Students transferring from State 
University institutions seem to show smoother articulation than students from 
institutions outside the State University system, whether Inside or outside 
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New York State. For example, 59 percent of the transfers from State University 
institutions admitted to senior institutions entered with junior or senior 
standing.* Only 40 percent of those from institutions outside the State Univer- 
sity system were accepted with junior or senior standing. 

In addition to preparing students for smooth articulation to the third and 
fourth years of bachelor's degree programs, it is also notable that SUNY two- 
year colleges produced 53.6 percent of all transfers to SUNY senior institutions. 
The largest group of such transfers was from Community Colleges (46.5 percent) 
with Community Colleges under the sponsorship of the New York City Board of 
Higher Education producing 1.6 percent, while all other Community Colleges pro- 
duced 44.9 percent. The Agricultural and Technical Colleges produced 7.1 percent 
of transfers to SUNY senior institutions. 

In this regard, it is interesting to note that transfers to a senior insti- 
tution were produced in similar percentages by other sources (see table 3A) , 
i.e., the percent of transfers to a senior institution from a SUNY senior insti- 
tution was 15.3 percent, from a non-SUNY institution within New York State, 15.9 
percent, and from out of state, 15.2 percent. 



Significant changes in transfer student data. Fall 1972 to Fall 1973 

The total transfer population increased from 21,946 in Fall 1972 to 25,310 
in Fall 1973. Despite this fact, knowledge regarding transfer students increased 
as those in the category of "previous institution unknown" decreased from 1,265 
(or 5.8 percent of the Fall 1972 population) to 410 (or 1.6 percent of the Fall 
1973 population) . Eighty percent of the increase in the total transfer popula- 
tion can be attributed to an increase in the number of transfer students from 
non-SUNY institutions from 7,543 (or 34.4 percent of the Fall 1972 transfer 
population) to 10,229 (or 40.4 percent of the Fall 1973 transfer population). 

Transfer students from a SUNY institution to a SUNY senior institution were 
admitted with junior class standing in about the same number of cases in 1973 
and 1972 (5,930 in Fall 1972 and 5,940 in Fall 1973), but the percentvage of 
those transfers admitted with junior class standing declined from 65*7 percent 
in Fall 1972 to 56.3 percent in Fall 1973. Corresponding changes in other class 
levels entered are as follows: freshmen, 9.2 percent in Fall 1972 to 10.5 per- 
cent in Fall 1973; sophomorei^, 21.3 percent in Fall 1972 to 25.7 percent in Fall 
1973; seniors, 1.4 percent in Fall 1972 to 2.7 percent in Fall 1973; and those 
not admitted to a program from 2.5 percent in Fall 1972 to 4.7 percent in Fall 
1973. 

The role of the Community Colleges under the program of the State Univer- 
sity of New York is ever increasing. Table 4 depicts the yield of transfers per 
associate degree. Overall, the yield has increased from .1405 in Fall 1972 to 
.1690 in Fall 1973. The most dramatic increase is in the category of "Other 
Community Colleges", those. with A. A. or A.S. degrees, where the yield increased 
from .2473 to .3983 (or from 2326 to 3816 transfer students). 
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ConcludlnR remarks 



lead to^tntl ?n«^^^^ "^P^^^^^y wm undoubtedly raise further questions and 
lead to more insight about the extent and nature of inter-institutional 
mobility to and within the State University of New York. u Js hoJeS Lt 
the basic information will be useful and that on the basis of these anfoLr 
"^a^^nred^^lj^^^^^^^ — appropSfte° td 
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TABLE 24 

FULL-TIME UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS BY LEVEL AT 
SENIOR INSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 
FALL 1968 THROUGH FALL 1973 



Institution type 
and year 



Senior institution total 
Fall 1968 
Fall 1969 
Fall 1970 
Fall 1971 
Fall 1972 
Fall 1973 

University Centers 
Fall 1968 
Fall 1969 
Fall 1970 
Fall 1971 
Fall 1972 
Fall 1973 

University Colleges 
Fall 1968 
Fall 1969 
Fall 1970 
Fall 1971 
Fall 1972 
Fall 1973 

Health Sciences Centers 
Fall 1968 
Fall 1969 
Fall 1970 
Fall 1971 
Fall 1972 
Fall 1973 

Specialized Colleges 
Fall 1968 
Fall 1969 
Fall 1970 
Fall 1971 
Fall 1972 
Fall 1973 



Number 



Total 
under- 
graduates 



72,242 
78,849 
87,953 
93,121 
93,865 
99,272 

25,375 
29,121 
32,282 
32,591 
32,009 
33,863 

40,165 
42,785 
47,922 
52,185 
53,041 
56,113 

799 
873 
1,168 
1,515 
1,726 
2,066 

1,905 
1,937 
2,088 
2,127 
2,207 
2,197 



Lower 
division 



38,988 
41,662 
43,328 
44,084 
44,344 
50,730 

13,715 
15,476 
15,504 
15,270 
14,503 
17,067 

22,024 
22,886 
24,220 
25,218 
26,338 
30,140 

172 
169 
224 
242 
252 
271 

1,097 
1,057 
1,176 
1,170 
1,140 
1,092 



Upper 
division 



33,254 
37,187 
44,625 

.49,037 
49,521 

"48,542 

11,660 
13,645 
16,778 
17,321 
17,506 
16,796 

18,141 
19,899 
23,702 
26,967 
26,703 
25,973 

627 
704 
944 
1,273 
1,474 
1,795 

808 
880 
912 
957 

1,067 

1,105 



Percent 


Lower 


Upoer 


division 


d ivis ion 


54.07 


A f% n*y 

. Kj/o 


52.8% 


47.2% 


49.3% 


50.7% 


47.3% 


52.7% 


47.2% 


52.8% 


51.1% 


48.9% 


J'* . \j/o 


46. 0% 


53.1% 


46.9% 


48.0% 


52.0% 


46.9% 


53.1% 


45.3% 


54.7% 


50.4% 


49.6% 




45.2% ■ 


53.5% 


46.5% 


50.5% 


49.5% 


48.3% 


51.7% 


49. 7% 


50.3% 


53. 7% 


46.3% 






19.4% 


80.6% 


19.2% 


80.8% 


16.0% 


84.0% 


14.6% 


85.4% 


13.1% 


86.9% 


57.6% 


42.4% 


54.6% 


45.4% 


56.3% 


43.7% 


55.0% 


45.0% 


51.7% 


48.3% 


49.7% 


50.3% 
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TABLE 24 

FULL-TIME UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS BY LEVEL 
(Continued) 



Institution type 
and year 


Number 




Percent 


Total 
under- 
graduates 


Lower 
division 


Upper 
division 


Lower 
division 


Upper 
division 


Statutory Colleges 














Fall 1968 


3,998 


1,980 


2,018 




49.5% 


50.5% 


Fall 1969 


4,133 


2,074 


2,059 




50.2% 


49.8% 


Fall 1970 


4,493 


2,204 


2,289 




49.1% 


50.9% 


Fall 1971 


4,703 


2,184 


2,519 




46.4% 


53.6% 


Fall 1972 


4,882 


2,111 


2,771 




43.2% 


56.8% 


Fall 1973 


5,033 


"^2,160 


2,873 




42.9% 


57.1% 
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TABLE 25 

FULL-TIME UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS BY LEVEL AT 
SENIOR INSTITUTIONS OF THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 
WITHIN COORDINATING AREAS 
FALL 1968 THROUGH FALL 1973 



Coordinating area 
of institution 
and year 


Number 


Total 
under- 
graduates 


Lower 
division 


Upper 4 
division 


Senior institution total 
Fall 1968 
Fall 1969 
Fall 1970 
rail iy/i 
Fall 1972 
F^ll 1973 


72,242 
78,849 
87,953 
93,121 
93,865 
99,272 


38,988 
41,662 
43,328 
44,084 
44,344 
50,730 


33 254 
37,187 
44,625 
49,037 
49,521 
48,542 


Western Coordinating 
Area Number One 

Fall 1968 

Fall 1969 

Fall 1970 

Va^ 1 1 Q 7 1 

Fall 1972 
Fall 1973 


28,335 
30,165 
33,846 
37,125 
35,730 
37,555 


14,824 
15,240 
16,237 
18,711 
17,861 
19,548 


13,511 
14,925 
17,609 
18,414 
17,869 
18,007 


Central Coordinating 
Area Number Two 

Fall 1968 

Fall 1969 

Fail 1970 

tall 1971 

Fall 1972 

Fall 1973 


20,677 
22,543 
25,045 
25,948 
26,375 
28,613 


11,356 
11,971 
13,118 
12,426 
12,549 
14,796 


9, 321 
10,572 
11,927 
13,522 
13,826 
13,817 


Northeastern Coordinating 
Area Number Three 

Fall 1968 
. Fall 1969 

Fall 1970 

Fall 1971 

Fall 1972 

Fall 1973 


12,511 
14 , 116 
15,712 
16,495 
16,934 
17,761 


6,753 
7,750 
7,786 
7,667 
7,888 
8,952 


5,758 
6,366 
7,926 
8,828 
9,046 
8,809 


Southeastern Coordinating 
Area Number Four 

Fall 1968 
. Fall 1969 

Fall 1970 

Fall 1971 

Fall 1972 

Fall 1973 


10,719 
12,025 
13,350 
13,553 
14,826 
15,343 


6,055 
6,701 
6,187 
5,280 
6,046 
7,434 


4,664 
5,324 
7,163 
3,273 
8,780 
7,909 



Pei::cent 


Lower 


Upper 


division 


division 


54.0% 


* 

46.0% 


52.8% 




49.3% 


50.7% 


47.3% 


52.7% 


47.2% 


52.8% 


51.1% 


48.9% 


52.3% 


hl.l'A 


50.5% 


49.5% 


48.0% 


52.0% 


50.4% 


49.6% 


50.0% 


50.0% 


52.1% 


47.9% 


54.9% 


45.1% 


53. 1% 


HO. /« 


52.4% 


47.6% 


47.9% 


52.1% 


47.6% 


52.4% 


51.7% 


48.3% 


54.0% 


46.0% 


54.9% 


45.1% 


49.6% 


50.4% 


46.5% 


53.5% 


46.6% 


53.4% 


50.4% 


49.6% 


56.5% 


43-5% 


55.7% 


44.3% 


46.3% 


53.7% 


39.0% 


61.0% 


40.8%- 


59.2% 


48.5%* 


51.5% 
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